
 

 

           
Sunday School                                                             

Orientation and Registration                                              
Sunday, September 11, 2011 

           

Join us for the First Day of Sunday School                                                                                      
on September 18, 2011                                                                                                           

    

    

 

 

 

Board of Christian Education Annual Picnic                                                                                      
on September 18th after worship. 

 

          

  

                    Senior Choir returns to Worship                                          
      on September 18th. 
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WORSHIP FOR SEPTEMBER FROM THE UCC LECTIONARY CALENDAR 
 
September 4 –  Communion Sunday ▪ Exodus 12:1-4, Psalm 149, Romans 13:3-14, Matthew 18:15-20 
September 11 –  Sunday School Registration Sunday ▪ Exodus 14:19-31, Psalm 114,  Romans 14:1-12,  

Matthew 18:21-35 
September 18 – Welcome back everyone!  I hope everyone will stay for lunch with us after worship and the 
first day of Sunday School. ▪ Exodus 16:2-15, Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45, Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16 
September 25 –  Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16, Philippians 2:1-13, Matthew 21:23-32 

“Confirmation Anyone?” 
It is time to begin the 2012-2013 Confirmation Class.  We need a critical mass in order to 
do the class. If you have a child who has not been confirmed, is at least going into their 
freshman year of high school, and your child is willing to make a commitment for a year, 
then please call the office (203-378-2644) and give us your name, the name of the child, 
and the best time for the pastor to contact you.  

One of the best things about heading back to church or school is the 
chance for a fresh start. A new year, new members, new teachers and 
maybe some renovated rooms. It gives us a chance for an opportunity 
to try a little harder and to do a little better than the year before.  

Praise God that he allows us to always start over. Jeremiah writes that the Lord’s mer-
cies “are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:23). With God’s help we can begin each 
day with  a clean slate and a new attitude, determined to make  some changes for the 
better. 
                      Blessings, 
             Sandy O’Neill, Church Administrator 

Listen to Serm ons from the Church W ebsite 

Recordings of Rev. Rawls’ sermons are now available from the church website. Browse 
to http://www.firstchurchstratford.org/sermons/ and follow the link to MP3 recordings 
that can be played immediately or downloaded. 

The church website also has available links to the most recent Pastor’s Letters, copies of the Courier and 
a listing of the books available in our Church Library. 



The annual Church Picnic will follow worship on September 18th 
 

 
A signup sheet listing different picnic dishes & deserts will 

be available in Upper Packard Hall after worship. 
Please stop by on August 28th, Sept. 4th or Sept. 

11th to let us know what you can bring to the picnic. 
 

Hamburgers, hot dogs and beverage will be provided by the Board of 
Christian Education. 
 

We look forward to seeing you for a day of 
fellowship, fun and good food! 

 
 

Youth Group News! 
 

PF (Pilgrim Fellowship) Youth Group is for kids grade 6th -12th 

to come together each Sunday 5pm – 7pm for fellowship,  

conversation and fun.  Join us Sunday, September 11th, 5pm-7pm  

for our first meeting, Sundae Sunday, ice cream for everyone!   

Some things we’ll be doing this year will include Hayride/Corn Maze,  

Christmas caroling, bowling, ice skating, Halloween Party/Spook House,  

Bounce-U, service projects and fun fundraisers.   
 

Thank you Father for bringing us all here together again . . .  

 

That’s how we begin our prayer circle each week. 

Join us and experience for yourself why we are so thankful! 
 

Dear children, let us stop just saying we love each other;  

Let us really show it by our actions.  It is by our actions 

that we know we are living in the truth . . . 1 John 3:18-19 

   



PAGE 4 SEPTEMBER COURIER 

Sunday  S ch oo l 2 011–2012  yea r b eg ins ! 
 
 

T h e f irs t  d ay  of  S un d a y  sc h oo l w il l b e  on  S ep tem b er  18 th , 
2 0 11  at  10 :0 0  am .   
 
P le a se  p lan  on  ar r iv in g  a t  C h u rc h  at  9 :3 0  am  to  r eg iste r  y ou r  c h ild  fo r  th e  
u pc om in g  sch oo l y ea r .   O ur  g oa l is  to  h ave  a ll c h ild ren  reg ist ered  a n d  in  
th e ir  new  c la ssroom  b y  10 :0 0  am .  W e  w ill  ha ve  s ta ff  on  h a n d  to  b r in g  y our  
c h ild  to  t h e ir  c la ssroom  a n d  to  h e lp  a nsw er  an y  q uest ion s .   
 
W e  w ill  a lso  b e  h an d ing  out  h e lpfu l in fo rm at ion  fo r  th e  u p c om ing  yea r , s o  
p le a se  p la n  ac c ord in g ly  to  a tten d  t h is  r eg istr at io n  t im e  a nd  a sk  an y  q u est ion s  
y ou  m ay  h ave .  
 
W e  are  look in g  fo rw a rd  to  a  g reat  y ear  o f  fu n , le a rn in g  a n d  d o  en courag e  
p arent  invo lvem ent . 
 
R eg istr at ion  w ill  b eg in  p rom pt ly  a t  9 :3 0  a m  in  L ow er  P ac kard  H a ll .   
 
P le a se  a lso  fee l f ree  to  b r in g  an y  su g g est ion s ! 
 
 
K r is t in e  B a c on  
D irec tor  of  C h r ist ian  E d u c at ion  
 
       

MUSIC NOTES 
Senior Choir will return to morning worship on September 18, 2011 and the first 
choir rehearsal will be on September 15, 2011 at 7:30pm.  
The Bell Choir will return to bell rehearsal on October 3, 2011 at 4:00pm.  
If you are interested in being part of the Senior Choir or Bell Choir,                                                 
please see Dr.  Joe Utterback after worship. 

The Youth and Junior Choirs will return to choir rehearsals on Sunday, October 2, 2011 after 
worship. 
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 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  
  

   The Stewardship Committee is preparing to set the SPIRIT of GENEROSITY sailing this 
fall.  Please look-and- listen for the ports that we are sailing toward.  
  
  
   The Stewardship Committee had such great success with the BROWN BAG SUNDAY offer-
ing last year that we are going to repeat the program this year.  On the first day of Sunday 
School will pass out brown bags to everyone.  We ask that you fill it with gift cards, or money 
that Pastor Rawls can use to help anyone who is in need of a meal or help paying a bill or gas 
for their car.  We ask that you put a little of your lunch money into the brown bag so that some-
one else will be able to have a lunch, too. We thank you for the tremendous support that you 
gave this program last year and hope that we can equal or surpass last year's success. 
                                                                                                             THANK YOU 

                 -Submitted by Sue Wilson 

TRUSTEES’ CORNER 
Words of Appreciation 

 
The Board of Trustees would like to thank the following individuals who stepped forward to contribute for 
the binding of the Bulletin for the past four years, the rebinding of our Covenant Book and the purchase of a 
spiffy whiteboard for our pastor. 
They are: Sharon and Al Brown, Joan Lisy, Lynn and Joe Madero, Pat and Tom Pert, Donna and Richard 
Reynolds, Don Robbins, Charlotte and Ray Severance, Beth Turner and an anonymous donor. 
 
We would also like to thank Barbara and Bill Hickey for their generous donation to renovate the crib and 
toddler room with new wallpaper, new ceiling, new window treatment, new cabinets and the reupholstering 
of the antique rocking chairs. Take a look, it is beautiful. 
                                                                                                              -Submitted by Walt Dunbar 

Special Collections 
The Board of Benevolence wishes to thank all who have responded to our special collec-

tions this year. In May your generous donations helped to raise $869 for the Mercy Touch 
Orphanage in Zambia and in June $552 was raised for Storm Relief. 

 
                                                                                                                  -Submitted by Carl Larsen 

If you are interested in being part of the Senior Choir or Bell Choir,                                                 



 
Church Painting 

 

Have you taken a close look at the exterior of the church lately?  The white is as brilliant as you have 
ever seen.  As I write this note, the painting and restoration is nearly complete.  The church has been 
pressure washed and the old paint has been scraped down.  The underside of every single clapboard 
has been caulked.  The entire church has received one primer coat of linseed primer, one coat of Rhino 
Shield ceramic primer and one top coat of Rhino Shield ceramic paint.  All the windows have been 
caulked including the Rose Window and the large stained glass windows on the north and south sides 
of the sanctuary.  As I write this note only a small amount of work needs to be completed.  There is a 
rotted board on the south side of the sanctuary that needs to be replaced as well as two or three 
boards near the Church Street entrance way.  The highest point of the steeple needs to be done.  A 
larger, 100 foot, lift truck must be brought in order reach those high points.   And lastly, all of our red 
doors must be painted.  If all goes according to plan the church will be completed before the end of 
August. 

This will have been a 12 week project that I know we can all be proud of.  I was approached by a cou-
ple of parishioners at church yesterday who said they have been told by some non-church members 
how beautiful our church looks. 

 

I would like to express my gratitude to the Congregational Burying Grounds Association, The First Ec-
clesiastical Society of Stratford, the Capital and Faith Raising Campaign Committee and to you who 
have given so much for their generosity and support of this monumental project.  Without their sup-
port this project may never have come to fruition.  It is our sincere hope that our church will not have 
to be painted again for 50 years or more. 

 

Bill Haberlin 
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Attention all Sunday School Children 

 

Do you like to sing?  Would you like to be part of a group of kids your age who also enjoy 
music and singing? Do you have half an hour immediately after church to learn new songs 
and rehearse with Dr. Joe while your family enjoys socializing at coffee hour? 

 

The Youth Choir is for kids your age, and we’d love for you to be part of it!  We enjoy 
learning new songs, and making “beautiful music” together. This year, we are planning 
several events and field trips, and would love for you to join in the fun!  Our first ‘special 
event’ to start off this choir season will be a lesson on the Church organ and a tour of 
the pipes with Dr. Joe, which will be in October – details will follow soon.   

 

Please complete the form below and return it to the Sunday School office as quickly as 
possible by October 2, 2011, if you are interested in being a part of this exciting youth 
music program. The first rehearsal in the Music room will be Sunday, October 2. We’ll 
want to prepare something special for Thanksgiving and, of course, Christmas!  Don’t 
worry if you’re not a fabulous singer!  It will be fun to be part of the group, learn new 
songs, and spend half an hour a week with Dr. Joe! 

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪ 

YES!  I am Interested in joining the Youth Choir.  Please have the below completed in 
full so we can contact you with Youth Choir information: 

 

Name: ______________________________________ Grade: ________________ 

 

Parent / Guardian Name: ____________________________ Phone:  ____________ 

 

E-Mail address: _____________________________________________________ 
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WOMEN'S SERVICE LEAGUE MEETING SEPTEMBER 10 
 

Hope everyone had a summer full of good times and good memories! 

Our next meeting will be Saturday September 10 at 10AM in upper Packard Hall. 

After tasty refreshments, we will confirm plans for the Pot Luck Supper fund raiser 

which will take place October 1.We will have the privilege of having the first event                             

in the newly refurbished lower Packard Hall.! It is beautiful! 
We need your help! Look forward to seeing you there! 

 
                                                                                              Submitted by Irene Breault 

Women's Service League Knitting Group 

 

Regretfully, it has been difficult for the knitting group to gather together on a regular 

basis. Therefore, we will not be meeting weekly. However, we hope to keep 
our  program going, and the ladies have agreed to knit at home so we can continue 

our gifts of comfort shawls to members of our congregation in difficult times. 

Please keep knitting! 

 

                                                                                                 Submitted by Irene Breault 

U.C.C. MISSIONARY AT UNITY HILL 
  

The Unity Hill Women’s Fellowship has invited our Women's Service League to attend a Pot Luck 
Lunch on September 15 at noon. Michael Joseph who has served as missionary to Columbia with 
Common Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ will be the speaker. This work in the 
wider world is made possible by your gifts to" Our Churches Wider Mission "basic support. It 
should be interesting to all of us to hear first hand of some of the good work being done by the 
U.C.C. with our support. 
  
Please call Irene 203 9261240 or Unity Hill Church 203 374 882 
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Board of Benevolence News 
 

Neighbors in Need Offering – October 2, 2011 
The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on 
October 2, supports the UCC’s ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the 
offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to 
fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Through 
UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and Witness 
Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action 
alerts on a broad spectrum of justice issues. 
 
Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace Action 
Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace 
advocates), Justice and Witness continues its strong policy 
advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting 
rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, 
and environmental justice. 

 
Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the 
offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, 
forebears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, 
Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. 
Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC 
congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their pastors are supported by 
CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of 
other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in the U.S. 
 
 
Please continue to save household items for the November Church Fair Tag Sale. We accept 
dishes, glassware, silverware, pots and pans, table and bed linens, tools, toys, sporting 

equipment, holiday items, garden items, small kitchen appliances, 
lamps, desk sets, household items such as trays, small tables and 
plant stands in good condition. For those items that were 
previously used outdoors, please be sure to rinse or brush them off 
to remove any dirt or sand.  

 
In the October Courier there will be an announcement about when and where to drop off 
your items. If you are interested in helping to sort donations or work a shift at the Tag Sale, 
then please contact Judy Larsen, (203) 378-6892. 
 


